
 

Staff Summary Report   
 

Council Meeting Date:    7/01/2010    Agenda Item Number: __________ 

 
SUBJECT:   Request authorization to sign the 2010-2011 Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC) 

contract for regional economic development marketing services in the amount of 
$57,912. 

  

 DOCUMENT NAME: 20100701cdsws01 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (0111-03) 
 

     COMMENTS:   Sufficient funding for the GPEC contract resides in cost center 2810, account 7009.   
 

PREPARED BY:   Sheri Wakefield-Saenz, Deputy Community Development Manager (350-8812) 
   

REVIEWED BY:   Chris Anaradian, Community Development Director (858-2204) 
 

 LEGAL REVIEW BY: Cynthia McCoy, Assistant City Attorney (858-2187) 

 

 FISCAL NOTE: The contract amount ($57,912) is based on the 2009 MAG population estimate for Tempe 
(174,833) and a per capita rate of approximately $.39 and includes a 15% rate reduction 
from the fiscal year 2009-2010 contract.  For Tempe, this formula will result in a decrease 
of $6,002 for GPEC services during the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  

 

 RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the Greater Phoenix Economic Council 2010-2011 
contract. 

 

 ADDITIONAL INFO: The City of Tempe has contracted with the Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC) 

since 1990 to provide regional marketing services.  These marketing services are based on 
GPEC’s Action Plan which contains detailed objectives, metrics and operational 
strategies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



During the 2009-2010 contract year, the Greater Phoenix Economic Council assisted Tempe in the following projects: 
( ***Level of Involvement (1: low, 2: medium, 3: high) :  
 

Tiny Prints GPEC Level of Involvement: 3 High 

Project Steps: 
• Project is a GPEC direct lead 
• GPEC sales mission in March to California vetted the company 
• Hosted the company on a Greater Phoenix regional tour and provided a comparative analysis 

of the region against our competitors. 
• Staff provided a client relocation tour  
• Client selected location in Tempe  

 

Solium Capital GPEC Level of Involvement: 2 Medium 

Project Steps:  
• Project came from a local broker 
• Client was interested in workforce and international employee identification issues 
• GPEC connected the company with ASU and Maricopa Workforce Connections 
• GPEC provided metro comparison data for the company  
• GPEC and staff worked with client to resolve labor and site location issues 
• Client selected a location in Tempe 

 

PV Recycling GPEC Level of Involvement: 1 Low 

Project Steps:  
• Client was seeking regional information and approached GPEC 
• Client was introduced to the City via GPEC 
• Client selected a location in Tempe, staff is continuing to provide assistance 

 

 

*** The Level of Involvement is defined as elements of the following: 
 

High = Community real estate tour, client presentation, project negotiations, project tax analysis etc. 

Medium = Sent real estate sites/buildings, provided demographic data on community, referred company to 
local economic development professionals etc. 

Low = Originated client lead referral to communities, identified company lead at trade show or conference,  
provided greater phoenix marketing material etc. 

 
 
In addition, during the 2009- 2010 GPEC contract period the following activity was originated: 

 

• 147 company leads for their partner communities 

• 54 required solicited proposals (E-Tracks) from the communities 

• 3 Company locates (Tiny Prints, Solium Capital and PV Recycling) 

 
Of the 54 E-Tracks, City of Tempe Economic Development Staff responded to 20 projects. A typical non-
response is due to an absence of real estate meeting the needs of the client or other project criteria such as: 
building clear height, acreage, industry sector and availability of utilities  

 
 
 



GPEC’s involvement in recruiting projects also has over-arching benefits to our community, as 

represented in the following services:  
 

• Regional Demographics  

• Site and Building Specifications  

• Geographic Information Systems Property Listings  

• Operational Cost Analysis 

• Economic Impact Analysis 

• Regional Economic Labor Market Data 

• Lead Generation (E-Tracks) 

• Connectivity to Key Resources 

• Regional, National and International Government Relations on key economic development legislation 

  

In addition to formal monthly meetings with GPEC and our regional economic development partners, 

communication between staff and GPEC representatives is regular and frequent.  As needed, city staff and 

the GPEC team meet and strategize on business relocation projects, regional marketing strategies and other 

economic development issues. 

 

http://www.opportunitygreaterphoenix.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=904&Itemid=307


 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION CORPORATE LOCATESECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION CORPORATE LOCATESECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION CORPORATE LOCATESECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION CORPORATE LOCATES     
        

PPPPROJECT ROJECT ROJECT ROJECT DDDDETAILS FYETAILS FYETAILS FYETAILS FY09090909----10101010          
        

COMPANY 
REFERRAL/ 

        

PARTNER 

Partner 
Level of 

Involvement 

Capital 
Investment 
(Millions) 

JOBS 

ANNUAL 
PAYROL

L 

(Millions) 

SQUARE 

FEET 
CLUSTER 

Arizona Production & Packaging Direct NA $5.00 50 $2.25 68,000 Std. Manft. 

Lucid Agency Direct NA $0.05 6 $0.36 2,500 Adv. Bus. Serv. 

Sea Life Aquarium  Direct NA $10.00 15 $1.00 26,000 Entertainment 

Total Wine and Spirits Broker 1 $3.00 50 $1.25 25,000 Retail  

Smashburger Direct NA $0.75 10 $0.50 2,500 Retail  

Panchero's Mexican Grill Broker 1 $0.75 10 $0.50 3,000 Retail  

Tempe Farmers Market Direct NA NA NA NA NA Retail 

Sucker Punch Sally's Direct NA         Retail 

Dave Electric Brew Pub Direct NA $1.00 20 $0.50 2,000 Retail 

Culver's 760 E. Southern Direct NA $2.80 70 $0.55 4000 Retail 

Culver's 1190 E. Elliot Direct NA $2.60 70 $0.55 5693 Retail 

Dos Gringos Direct NA $0.75 20 $0.50 3,000 Retail  

Gapnote Direct NA $0.02 5 $0.23 1,750 Software 

The Dump Broker 1 $11.00 125 $5.00 229,000 Retail 

SouthData Broker 1 $1.50 10 $0.40 8,585 Std. Manft. 

American Traffic Solutions Broker NA NA 600 $27.00 600 Adv. Bus. Serv. 

Ross  Direct NA $1.20 25 $0.75 5,000 Retail 

IT Partners Direct NA $1.80 35 $4.55 17,200 Information Tech. 

Dixon Golf Direct NA $0.20 55 $2.20 5,000 Entertainment 

Tiny Prints* GPEC 3 $2.00 35 $1.57 20,000 Adv. Bus. Serv. 

Solium Capital* GPEC 2 $1.50 20 $1.10 8,000 Adv. Bus. Serv. 

PV Recycling* GPEC 1 $0.20 3 $0.10 5,000 Solar  

Aurora Behavioral Healthcare Direct NA $15.00 100 $5.50 65,534 Healthcare 

Marshals Direct NA $2.00 40 $0.73 51,100 Retail 

TOTALS N/A NA $39.22 1,374 $57.09 558,462 N/A 

• Denotes GPEC Assisted Locate 
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Walgreens ADOC/GPEC 1 $11.70 600 $24.66 NA Bus. Ser. 

Direct Alliance Direct NA $0.75 321 $10.16 NA Bus. Ser. 

Corinthian Colleges, Inc. Direct NA $6.00 100 $3.00 40,000 Education 

First Solar Direct NA $7.00 50 $2.50 36,000 Technology 

Verizon Wireless Broker 1 $3.00 40 $1.20 40,000 Technology 

Pulte Homes Consultant NA $0.25 126 $8.06 NA Bus. Ser. 

MedImpact Direct NA $0.10 225 $10.10 NA Adv. Bus. Serv. 

SMI Direct NA $2.00 10 $0.45 20,000 Bioscience 

Tumble Weeds Direct NA $0.20 10 $0.65 4,400 Social Services 

Robertson Aviation Property Owner NA $8.00 40 $2.20 99,000 Technology 

TOTALS  N/A   NA  $39.00 1,111  $62.98 116,000   N/A  

 
 


